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‘A critical period’ 
as Canadian rate of 
infection increasing 


CANADA 
MOST FOREIGN N 


Elderly in Italy 
could be left to die if 


hospitals overwhelmed 


Outbreak likely 
to linger until August, 
Trump now says 
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Airport chaos 
does little to 
inspire trust 


CHRIS SELLEY 


In times of crisis in Canada, there are always 
pundits and commentators available to tell 
us how well our governments are faring, and 
how silly it would be to doubt them. All those 
anti-crisis measures other countries are pur- 
suing, but we aren’t? They are overreacting. 
And when we wind up pursuing those same 
measures a few days later, and it’s very diffi- 
cult to understand why it wouldn’t have been 
better to pursue them earlier? Ah, well, this is 
what the experts have advised. We are taking 
things “step by step,” as Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said Monday. Canadians do not take 
more than one step at once. That is for the 
hotter-blooded nations. 

It feels like tempting fate. Canadians aren’t 
badly governed in any relative sense. But con- 
sider all the things Canadian governments 
are capable of screwing to death: buying mil- 
itary equipment, rolling out a public transit 
smart card, creating a database of rifles and 
their owners, paying their employees. At the 
moment were meant to trust them with ad- 
vanced epidemiology — and as we saw Sun- 
day, they can’t even run an airport properly. 

See SELLEY on A6 
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NATHAN DENETTE / THE CANAD 


Anyone with symptoms of the virus will not be allowed to board a flight to Canada, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said. 
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Ex-minister sends 
SOS to Ottawa 


STRANDED ON CRUISE SHIP 


ADRIAN HUMPHREYS 


A cruise ship with 146 Canadians among its 


1,000 passengers is stranded in the Pacific 
Ocean as ports in South America refuse to let 


it dock because of COVID-19 fears. 

Among the passengers is Art Eggleton, 
Canada’s former minister of defence and min- 
ister for international trade who sent a per- 
sonal alert to senior officials in Ottawa seek- 
ing assistance for the Canadians. Eggleton 
was a federal cabinet minister under Prime 
Minister Jean Chrétien and also mayor of To- 
ronto for 11 years. 

See STRANDED on A6 
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Ports have refused to let the MS Marina, a luxury cruise 
ship, dock despite not having any cases of coronavirus. 


Americans, 
immediate 
family exempt 


Ryan TUMILTY 


Canada is closing its doors 
to the world by severely re- 
stricting international flights, 
a move the government re- 
jected just days ago, but is 
now embracing in a sign of 
just how quickly the corona- 
virus crisis is escalating. 

Prime Minister Justin Tru- 
deau announced the sweep- 
ing travel restrictions Mon- 
day at a press conference out- 
side Rideau Cottage, where 
he and his family have been 
in isolation, since his wife, So- 
phie Grégoire Trudeau, con- 
tracted the virus last week. 

Starting Wednesday, all 
international visitors to Can- 
ada will be turned around at 
the airport, with the excep- 
tion of Americans, diplomats 
and flight crews. 

“We will be denying entry 
to Canada to people who 
are not Canadian citizens or 
permanent residents,” said 
Trudeau, who added anyone 
coming back to the country 
needs to self isolate for 14 
days. 

The American border will 
remain open and there is 
currently no plan to restrict 
domestic flights. Canadians 
and permanent residents 
will be allowed to return 
home, but have been warned 
to do so quickly. 

“Canadian travellers 
should return to Canada via 
commercial means while it’s 
still possible to do so. Let me 
be clear: if you’re abroad, it’s 
time for you to come home,” 
said Trudeau. 

Family members of Can- 
adian citizens and perma- 
nent residents will also be 
allowed to come home. 

Trudeau said the govern- 
ment would also mandate 
that airlines would have to 
do a basic health assessment 
of anyone travelling, includ- 
ing citizens, and anyone who 
might have the virus will not 
be allowed to travel to Can- 
ada. 

“Anyone who has symp- 
toms will not be able to 
come to Canada.” 

As of Monday, Canada 
had 407 confirmed cases, 
while there were more than 
175,000 cases worldwide. 

See MEASURES on A4 
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Is cryptocurrency safe 
for banking? 


We're reporting on it. 
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